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Timeline for Opposition 
Procedure
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Entire 
procedure 

approximately 
2 to 4.5 years

Publication of grant of European patent

Opposition against patent filed

Opposition reviewed for admissibility

Patent Proprietor invited to 
respond to opposition

Proprietor’s response filed

Possible further submissions

Preliminary opinion of the 
Opposition Division and Summons 

to Oral Proceedings

Final submissions by both parties

Hearing in front of Opposition 
Division - Decision given on 

the day of the hearing

9 months

4-6 months

4-8 months

1-2 months

Written decision of Opposition Division

Appeal?

2 months

1-2 months


